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I have encountered an interesting Web padstgt//www.flyonthewall.
tv/casestudies.php?site=5 , and would like to know more about the people
or the organization that are responsible for the contenhiansite. There are at least
five ways that we could search down this information; lesgtach of them:

1. By following links from that Web page, see if you can find g@an the same site
that makes a claim of organizational or individual respbitisy for the content
on the site.

2. Sometimes no appropriate links are provided. In suchs¢ddBL trimming
sometimes offers a way of finding a page on which a claim ofaesibility is
made. The idea is to remove parts of the URL starting at thet kigtil you
get to a page where such a claim is made. For example, the Wgb fpa
the Course Schedule for this coursehisp://www.umiacs.umd.edu/
~wew/teaching/690/spring12/schedule.html URL trimming would
eventually get you back tbttp://www.umiacs.umd.edu/ ~wew, where
you would be redirected to my home page. Overtrimming tat/w.umiacs.umd.edu/
would be less useful in this case, since the UMIACS servetshasrelated in-
formation from many people.

3. Sometimes it is not possible to find anything that reseswlelaim of responsi-
bility, and sometimes that claim may be misleading (for egbamnif you found
a Web page from the “Committee to Re-Elect the Presidenty’maht want to
know something more about that organization). One way tchdbis to look
at the domain name registry to see where the domain nameissaregl. Some-
times you will find the full domain name registered, otherdigou may find
that only a part of the name is registered. In this case, yout weatrim the
URL from the right until you get to the domain name, and thén the domain
name from the left (“www.umiacs.umd.edu” would become “aos.umd.edu”
and then “umd.edu”). A useful site for looking up domain naraad other data



is http://network-tools.com . The service to look up the owner of a
domain name is often calleghois .

4. Some top-level domain names are assigned to organizgtioa U.S. govern-
ment owns “.gov”, for example) or to countries ([an indusself-regulatory
body in] Australia owns “.au”). So in this case it would be fusdo know
who owns “.tv". If you do much of this, you will learn to recoge some of
the more common top-level domain names. There are a lot tsf gt pro-
vide this sort of information; one can be found (with someipgkaround) at
http://www.iana.org/

5. Ultimately, the packets that you send to a host have to kmmwto get there.
You can follow that path using a “traceroute” service. Onehsgervice is
“visual traceroute” ahttp://visualroute.visualware.com/ , Which
provides quite a lot of detail on how packets get from neatd3uAirport in Vir-
ginia (if you select “from this server”) to any site you sdgc{If you are unable
to install the visual traceroute software, try a text-basggtem such alsttp:
/Iwww.t1shopper.com/tools/traceroute/result/ , but note that
they trace the route from the online server, not your conmpute

The homework assignment is to use all of these techniquesterrdine who is
responsible for the content that you see on the site giveweatiescribe what you find
using each of the five techniques in a one-page email to theiater.



